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but provided support to Palestinian terrorists 
there and in the Middle East.  

Zelkovitz provides a wealth of detail 
regarding student movements, their constant 
in-fighting, and the ways they were both vied 
over and, in turn, influenced by political 
movements. Universities were not only an 
arena for activism against Israel but also a 
place for each faction to demonstrate its ability 
to lead Palestinians.  

Universities have also been vital for 
nationalizing Palestinian society, especially 
after 1967, when the first such institutions 
were established in the West Bank and Gaza. 
According to Zelkovitz, inept Israeli efforts to 
control them, their staff, and curricula, 
backfired badly. This helped bolster various 
nationalist visions on campus, first Fatah’s and 
then Hamas’s.  

Zelkovitz notes that Palestinian 
student radicalism now propels North 
American universities too: Uncompromising 
opposition to Israel, the baseline of Arab and 
Muslim student politics, has also become the 
touchstone there for leftist university politics.  

Alex Joffe 
Middle East Forum 

Track-Two Diplomacy: Toward an 
Israeli-Palestinian Solution, 1978-2014. 
By Yair Hirschfeld. Woodrow Wilson 
Center Press/Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 2014. 472 pp. $44.95, paper. 

Hirschfeld tells the fascinating story 
of how, together with a handful of 
colleagues, he served from 1978 through 
2014 as a private “foreign ministry” for 
Yossi Beilin and Shimon Peres both before, 
during, and after they served as Israeli deputy 
foreign minister and foreign minister, 
respectively. During that time, Hirschfeld 
assisted them in track-two diplomacy and  
exploring new ideas and models of resolving 
the Israeli-Palestinian dispute through 
informal discussions with Palestinians and 

others. (This reviewer was asked to join the 
small Israeli team that met in Oslo with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization to help 
negotiate the Oslo agreement.) 

Hirschfeld has been committed to 
track-two diplomacy, mostly related to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, for more than 
thirty-five years, concurrently wearing 
several hats in the process: academic, think 
tank, and political.  

In addition to the Oslo talks, 
Hirschfeld tells about his other track-two 
diplomacy discussions, including a 1979-88 
attempt with Jordan and the 1994-95 Beilin-
Abu Mazen understanding. 

Because history books are normally 
written by track-one players, this book 
provides a unique inside view of the 
intensive and continuous track-two activity 
that is hidden from the public eye. It offers a 
wealth of information that has not yet been 
covered by any other publication on the 
Middle East peace process.  

Joel Singer, former legal advisor to 
the Israeli Foreign Ministry 

 


