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INTRODUCTORY NOTE TO THE ABRAHAM ACCORDS: NORMALIZATION
AGREEMENTS SIGNED BY ISRAEL WITH THE U.A.E., BAHRAIN, SUDAN, AND MOROCCO
BY JOEL SINGER*
[Various Dates, 2020]
Introduction
On September 15, 2020, in a ceremony that took place on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, DC,
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the Foreign Minister of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and the Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of Bahrain (Bahrain) Abdullatif
bin Rashid Al Zayani signed a trilateral document, called the “Abraham Accords Declaration,”1 a political declaration that called for the promotion of peace and cooperation in the Middle East. As referenced in the declaration, it was
titled after the common patriarch Abraham, from whom the three monotheistic religions, Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam, have descended. U.S. President Donald Trump added his signature as a witness to the Abraham Accords Declaration, as well as to two other, bilateral documents also signed in Washington on the same day, which are discussed
below.
On September 15, 2020, Israel and the UAE also signed a full-ﬂedged peace treaty called “Abraham Accords Peace
Agreement: Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and Full Normalization.” The same day, Israel and Bahrain signed
a short declaration, titled “Abraham Accords: Declaration of Peace, Cooperation, and Constructive Diplomatic and
Friendly Relations,” in which the two parties announced their intention to establish peaceful relations between them
and enter into a series of normalization agreements in the spirit of the Abraham Accords Declaration. Three days
later, Israel and Bahrain implemented their Washington declaration when, in Manama, Bahrain, they signed a
full-ﬂedged peace treaty titled “Joint Communique on the Establishment of Diplomatic, Peaceful and Friendly
Relations.”
Following the signing of their peace treaties, Israel, the UAE, and Bahrain, respectively, have entered into a series of
normalization agreements. Among other agreements, on October 18, 2020, Israel and Bahrain signed seven normalization agreements,2 and on October 20, 2020, Israel and the UAE entered into four such agreements.3
All these declarations and agreements are now referred to, collectively, as the Abraham Accords.
On October 23, 2020, Israel and the Republic of the Sudan (Sudan) also agreed to normalize their relations. In a joint
declaration published by Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Sudanese Chairman of the Sovereignty
Council Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, Sudanese Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok, and U.S. President Donald Trump,
the leaders agreed “to the normalization of relations between Sudan and Israel and to end the state of belligerence
between their nations.”4 At the time of writing, Israel and Sudan had not yet signed any publicly available document
implementing the October 23 announcement. While the declaration did not indicate that the newly established
Israeli–Sudanese relations were part of the Abraham Accords, a fact sheet published by the White House on that
day stated that they constituted an expansion of the Abraham Accords to include Sudan.5
On December 22, 2020, Israel, Morocco, and the United States signed a Joint Declaration announcing the establishment of full diplomatic, peaceful and friendly relations between Israel and Morocco and committing to normalize
their relations in various areas, including immediately authorizing direct commercial ﬂights between the two
nations.6 While this declaration did not speciﬁcally cite the Abraham Accords as the umbrella for the Israel–
Morocco agreement, the U.S. Department of State’s website included this declaration on its Abraham Accords
webpage.7

* Joel Singer served as Legal Adviser of the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs and, previously as Director of the International Law Department
of the Israel Defense Forces. Beginning shortly after the 1973 Yom Kippur War and for a span of almost 25 years, Singer was a member of
Israeli delegations negotiating peace treaties and other agreements with all of Israel’s Arab neighbors, including Egypt (the 1979 Israel–Egypt
peace treaty), Lebanon, Syria and the Palestinians (the Israel–PLO Mutual Recognition Agreement and the Oslo Accords). Singer blogs on
Israeli–Arab negotiations issues on his website: https://www.joelsinger.org.
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Context
The four agreements that Israel signed with the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco supplement, after a long hiatus,
two peace treaties that Israel had previously signed with two of its neighboring Arab countries, Egypt8 in 1979 and
Jordan9 in 1994.
In 1949, Israel entered into General Armistice Agreements with its two other neighboring Arab countries, Syria10
and Lebanon,11 but these agreements only ended the war between those countries and did not establish full
peace. Since the convening in 1991 of the Middle East Peace Conference in Madrid, peace negotiations have commenced between Israel and those two countries, but no peace treaties have yet been concluded. In 1993, Israel
entered into a series of agreements with the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), on behalf of the Palestinian
people that included, among other agreements, the Mutual Recognition Agreement and the Declaration of Principles
on Interim Self-Government Arrangements,12 and the Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,13
which resulted in establishing Palestinian autonomy in the West Bank and Gaza (collectively, the Oslo Accords).
Notwithstanding repeated attempts, however, the parties have not yet been able to conclude a permanent status agreement for the West Bank and Gaza, as envisioned in the Oslo Accords.
Following the Oslo Accords, several other Arab countries, including Morocco, Tunisia, Mauritania, Oman, and
Qatar, agreed to establish limited relations with Israel, each of which included the opening of liaison, interest or
trade ofﬁces in the territories of both countries.14 Those relations, however, remained very low key, and the underlying agreements have not been made publicly available.15
Signiﬁcance of the Abraham Accords
Prior to the Abraham Accords, commencing at different times, the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco maintained
informal relations of various types with Israel, but none of these countries agreed to formalize its relations with Israel.
This was due, among other things, to the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative16—spearheaded by Saudi Arabia and agreed to
by the 22 member states of the Arab League—which required that normalization by any Arab countries with Israel,
beyond Egypt and Jordan, be deferred until after the Palestinians reached a peace agreement with Israel. The most
signiﬁcant aspect of the normalization agreements that those four Arab countries signed with Israel as part of the
Abraham Accords, therefore, is that the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco have now agreed to come out of the
closet and bring those relations with Israel to light, without waiting for an Israeli–Palestinian peace agreement to
be concluded.
Another interesting aspect of the Abraham Accords, which relates speciﬁcally to the normalization of relations
between Sudan and Israel, is associated with the famous “Three No’s” resolutions adopted shortly after the end
of the 1967 Six-Day War by the Arab League in its meeting in Sudan’s capital Khartoum: no peace with Israel,
no recognition of Israel, no negotiations with Israel.17 In normalizing its relations with Israel, Sudan did, at least
symbolically, a complete about-face when it agreed to negotiate with Israel, recognize it, and make peace with it.
Additional Observations Regarding Unique Features of the Abraham Accords
NORMALIZATION AGREEMENTS CLASSIFIED

AS

PEACE TREATIES

While peace treaties traditionally are used as legal instruments intended to end a war between two enemy states, there
has never been any war between Israel and the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, or Morocco. Nor did Israel consider any of
these countries to be enemy states under its domestic laws. As such, the agreements that established the new relations
between Israel and those four Arab countries differ from the peace treaties that Israel signed with Egypt and Jordan,
which did end the state of war between Israel and those two countries that both had fought with Israel and had been
considered enemy states prior to the signing of the respective peace treaties.18 Yet, even though the new agreements
should have more properly been designated as normalization agreements, the Israel–UAE and Israel–Bahrain agreements were drafted as peace treaties, apparently in order to elevate their political impact. Thus, for instance, the
Israel–UAE agreement included the following words in its title: “Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and Full
Normalization Between the United Arab Emirates and the State of Israel,” and stated in its ﬁrst clause, “Peace, diplomatic relations and full normalization of bilateral ties are hereby established between the United Arab Emirates and
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the State of Israel.” It is not uncommon for countries that had not previously considered themselves to be in a state of
war with each other to use the title “peace treaty” for a normalization of relations agreement. See, for instance, the
Treaty of Peace and Friendship between Chile and Argentina, signed November 29, 1984,19 the Treaty of Peace and
Friendship between Japan and the People’s Republic of China, signed August 12, 1978,20 and the Treaty of Peace,
Friendship and Co-operation between India and the Soviet Union, signed August 9, 1971.21
ISRAEL–BAHRAIN AGREEMENT DESIGNATED

AS A

JOINT COMMUNIQUE

Another unique aspect of the Israel–Bahrain agreement is that, presumably in order to downgrade to some extent the
political implications of characterizing the new agreement as a peace treaty, it is designated as a Joint Communiqué.
As stated in the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, however, an international instrument is considered
to be a binding treaty regardless of its particular designation.22 As the International Court of Justice observed with
regard to a case involving a joint communiqué, “on the question of form, the Court need only observe that it knows of
no rule of international law which might preclude a joint communiqué from constituting an international agreement
to submit a dispute to arbitration or judicial settlement.”23
SIGNIFICANT ROLE

FOR THE

UNITED STATES IN BROKERING

THE

ABRAHAM ACCORDS

Since the end of the 1973 Yom Kippur War, the United States has actively participated in all Arab–Israeli peace negotiations as a third-party mediator. Among many other peace initiatives, starting with the 1973 Geneva Middle East
Peace Conference that launched the Middle East peace process, followed by the 1978 Camp David Summit, the 1991
Madrid Middle East Peace Conference, through the 1993 Israel–PLO Oslo Accords signed in Washington, as well as
in subsequent peace initiatives, the United States has always played a major role in brokering Middle East peace
agreements.
Throughout its peace-brokering efforts, the United States has occasionally resorted to the “expanding the pie” technique, whenever the negotiating parties’ own “give and take” has failed to add up to a self-sufﬁcient, win–win agreement, through supplementing the parties’ commitments by providing various types of U.S. assurances and
undertakings to the parties. Thus, for instance, on the same day that Israel and Egypt signed the 1975 Interim Agreement,24 in which Israel undertook to partially withdraw from the Sinai in return for several Egyptian steps towards
peace, the United States entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Israel in which it provided Israel with
various commitments, including for the provision of military and economic assistance, oil supply, and support in
international organizations.25 The United States then also provided Egypt with a similar set of assurances.
Consistent with that long-standing practice, the United States’ brokering of the Abraham Accords included several
U.S. commitments, provided primarily to the Arab parties.
1.

The UAE. Immediately following the signing of the Abraham Accords, after prior UAE requests for
purchasing sophisticated American weapon systems had been denied, the Trump administration formally notiﬁed Congress that it planned to sell ﬁfty stealth F-35 ﬁghter jets and eighteen advanced military drones to the UAE as part of a broader arms deal worth $23 billion.26

2.

Bahrain. The U.S. incentive provided to Bahrain was the least signiﬁcant among those provided to the
other Arab parties to the Abraham Accords; it appears to have consisted only of declaring, shortly
after Bahrain joined the Abraham Accords, a Bahraini Islamic resistance group, known as Saraya
al-Mokhtar, as a terrorist group under U.S. law.27

3.

Sudan. Following Sudan’s signing of the normalization agreement with Israel, the U.S. Department of
State agreed to remove Sudan from the list of countries sponsoring terrorism,28 on which Sudan had
been included for almost three decades.29 Sudan’s removal from the List of State Sponsors of Terrorism ended a long list of U.S. economic and other sanctions previously imposed on Sudan.

4.

Morocco. In what appears to be the most generous U.S. incentive to any of the Arab countries that joined
the Abraham Accords, the United States, on December 10, 2020, recognized Morocco’s sovereignty
over the entire Western Sahara, which the United Nations, the European Union, and the African
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Union view as disputed territory.30 Additionally, unlike the U.S. incentives to the other Arab members of
the Abraham Accords, which do not form part of the formal normalization agreements, U.S. recognition
of Morocco’s sovereignty over Western Sahara constitutes a part of the Morocco–Israel–United States
Joint Declaration of December 22, 2020, which speciﬁcally referenced the U.S. Proclamation on Recognizing the Sovereignty of the Kingdom of Morocco Over the Western Sahara.31
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THE ABRAHAM ACCORDS DECLARATION*
[September 15, 2020]
The Abraham Accords Declaration:
We, the undersigned, recognize the importance of maintaining and strengthening peace in the Middle East and
around the world based on mutual understanding and coexistence, as well as respect for human dignity and
freedom, including religious freedom.
We encourage efforts to promote interfaith and intercultural dialogue to advance a culture of peace among the three
Abrahamic religions and all humanity.
We believe that the best way to address challenges is through cooperation and dialogue and that developing friendly
relations among States advances the interests of lasting peace in the Middle East and around the world.
We seek tolerance and respect for every person in order to make this world a place where all can enjoy a life of
dignity and hope, no matter their race, faith or ethnicity.
We support science, art, medicine, and commerce to inspire humankind, maximize human potential and bring nations
closer together.
We seek to end radicalization and conﬂict to provide all children a better future.
We pursue a vision of peace, security, and prosperity in the Middle East and around the world.
In this spirit, we warmly welcome and are encouraged by the progress already made in establishing diplomatic relations between Israel and its neighbors in the region under the principles of the Abraham Accords. We are encouraged
by the ongoing efforts to consolidate and expand such friendly relations based on shared interests and a shared commitment to a better future.
[Signatures]

* This text was reproduced and reformatted from the text available at the U.S. Department of State website (visited March 15, 2021).
Redirecting you to https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Abraham-Accords-signed-FINAL-15-Sept-2020-508-1.pdf.
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TREATY OF PEACE, DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AND FULL NORMALIZATION
BETWEEN THE U.A.E. AND ISR.*
[September 15, 2020]
Abraham Accords Peace Agreement:
Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and Full Normalization
Between
the United Arab Emirates
and
the State of Israel
The Government of the United Arab Emirates and the Government of the State of Israel (hereinafter, the “Parties”)
Aspiring to realize the vision of a Middle East region that is stable, peaceful and prosperous, for the beneﬁt of all
States and peoples in the region;
Desiring to establish peace, diplomatic and friendly relations, co-operation and full normalization of ties between
them and their peoples, in accordance with this Treaty, and to chart together a new path to unlock the vast potential
of their countries and of the region;
Reafﬁrming the “Joint Statement of the United States, the State of Israel, and the United Arab Emirates” (the
“Abraham Accords”), dated 13 August 2020;
Believing that the further development of friendly relations meets the interests of lasting peace in the Middle East and
that challenges can only be effectively addressed by cooperation and not by conﬂict;
Determined to ensure lasting peace, stability, security and prosperity for both their States and to develop and enhance
their dynamic and innovative economies;
Reafﬁrming their shared commitment to normalize relations and promote stability through diplomatic engagement,
increased economic cooperation and other close coordination;
Reafﬁrming also their shared belief that the establishment of peace and full normalization between them can help
transform the Middle East by spurring economic growth, enhancing technological innovation and forging closer
people-to-people relations;
Recognizing that the Arab and Jewish peoples are descendants of a common ancestor, Abraham, and inspired, in that
spirit, to foster in the Middle East a reality in which Muslims, Jews, Christians and peoples of all faiths, denominations,
beliefs and nationalities live in, and are committed to, a spirit of coexistence, mutual understanding and mutual respect;
Recalling the reception held on January 28, 2020, at which President Trump presented his Vision for Peace, and
committing to continuing their efforts to achieve a just, comprehensive, realistic and enduring solution to the
Israeli–Palestinian conﬂict;
Recalling the Treaties of Peace between the State of Israel and the Arab Republic of Egypt and between the State of
Israel and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and committed to working together to realize a negotiated solution to
the Israeli–Palestinian conﬂict that meets the legitimate needs and aspirations of both peoples, and to advance comprehensive Middle East peace, stability and prosperity;
Emphasizing the belief that the normalization of Israeli and Emirati relations is in the interest of both peoples and
contributes to the cause of peace in the Middle East and the world;
Expressing deep appreciation to the United States for its profound contribution to this historic achievement;
Have agreed as follows:
* This text was reproduced and reformatted from the text available at the U.S. Embassy in Lebanon website (visited March 15, 2021), https://lb.
usembassy.gov/abraham-accords-peace-agreement/.
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1.

Establishment of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and Normalization: Peace, diplomatic relations and
full normalization of bilateral ties are hereby established between the United Arab Emirates and the
State of Israel.

2.

General Principles: The Parties shall be guided in their relations by the provisions of the Charter of
the United Nations and the principles of international law governing relations among States. In particular, they shall recognize and respect each other’s sovereignty and right to live in peace and security, develop friendly relations of cooperation between them and their peoples, and settle all disputes
between them by peaceful means.

3.

Establishment of Embassies: The Parties shall exchange resident ambassadors as soon as practicable
after the signing of this Treaty, and shall conduct diplomatic and consular relations in accordance with
the applicable rules of international law.

4.

Peace and Stability: The Parties shall attach profound importance to mutual understanding, cooperation and coordination between them in the spheres of peace and stability, as a fundamental pillar of
their relations and as a means for enhancing those spheres in the Middle East as a whole. They undertake to take the necessary steps to prevent any terrorist or hostile activities against each other on or
from their respective territories, as well as deny any support for such activities abroad or allowing
such support on or from their respective territories. Recognizing the new era of peace and friendly
relations between them, as well as the centrality of stability to the well-being of their respective
peoples and of the region, the Parties undertake to consider and discuss these matters regularly,
and to conclude detailed agreements and arrangements on coordination and cooperation.

5.

Cooperation and Agreements in Other Spheres: As an integral part of their commitment to peace,
prosperity, diplomatic and friendly relations, cooperation and full normalization, the Parties shall
work to advance the cause of peace, stability and prosperity throughout the Middle East, and to
unlock the great potential of their countries and of the region. For such purposes, the Parties shall conclude bilateral agreements in the following spheres at the earliest practicable date, as well as in other
spheres of mutual interest as may be agreed:

– Finance and Investment
– Civil Aviation
– Visas and Consular Services
– Innovation, Trade and Economic Relations
– Healthcare
– Science, Technology and Peaceful Uses of Outer-Space
– Tourism, Culture and Sport
– Energy
– Environment
– Education
– Maritime Arrangements
– Telecommunications and Post
– Agriculture and Food Security
– Water
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– Legal Cooperation
– Any such agreements concluded before the entry into force of this Treaty shall enter into effect with the
entry into force of this Treaty unless otherwise stipulated therein. Agreed principles for cooperation in
speciﬁc spheres are annexed to this Treaty and form an integral part thereof.
6. Mutual Understanding and Co-existence: The Parties undertake to foster mutual understanding,
respect, co-existence and a culture of peace between their societies in the spirit of their common ancestor,
Abraham, and the new era of peace and friendly relations ushered in by this Treaty, including by cultivating people-to-people programs, interfaith dialogue and cultural, academic, youth, scientiﬁc, and other
exchanges between their peoples. They shall conclude and implement the necessary visa and consular services agreements and arrangements so as to facilitate efﬁcient and secure travel for their respective nationals to the territory of each other. The Parties shall work together to counter extremism, which promotes
hatred and division, and terrorism and its justiﬁcations, including by preventing radicalization and recruitment and by combating incitement and discrimination. They shall work towards establishing a High-Level
Joint Forum for Peace and Co-Existence dedicated to advancing these goals.
7. Strategic Agenda for the Middle East: Further to the Abraham Accords, the Parties stand ready to join
with the United States to develop and launch a “Strategic Agenda for the Middle East” in order to expand
regional diplomatic, trade, stability and other cooperation. They are committed to work together, and with
the United States and others, as appropriate, in order to advance the cause of peace, stability and prosperity
in the relations between them and for the Middle East as a whole, including by seeking to advance regional
security and stability; pursue regional economic opportunities; promote a culture of peace across the
region; and consider join aid and development programs.
8. Other Rights and Obligations: This Treaty does not affect and shall not be interpreted as affecting, in
any way, the rights and obligations of the Parties under the Charter of the United Nations. The Parties shall
take all necessary measures for the application in their bilateral relations of the provisions of the multilateral conventions of which they are both parties, including the submission of appropriate notiﬁcation to the
depositaries of such conventions.
9. Respect for Obligations: The Parties undertake to fulﬁll in good faith their obligations under this Treaty,
without regard to action or inaction of any other party and independently of any instrument inconsistent with
this Treaty. For the purposes of this paragraph each Party represents to the other that in its opinion and interpretation there is no inconsistency between their existing treaty obligations and this Treaty. The Parties undertake not to enter into any obligation in conﬂict with this Treaty. Subject to Article 103 of the Charter of the
United Nations, in the event of a conﬂict between the obligations of the Parties under the present Treaty and
any of their other obligations, the obligations under this Treaty shall be binding and implemented. The Parties
further undertake to adopt any legislation or other internal legal procedure necessary in order to implement
this Treaty, and to repeal any national legislation or ofﬁcial publications inconsistent with this Treaty.
10. Ratiﬁcation and Entry into Force: This Treaty shall be ratiﬁed by both Parties as soon as practicable
in conformity with their respective national procedures and will enter into force following the exchange of
instruments of ratiﬁcation.
11. Settlement of Disputes: Disputes arising out of the application or interpretation of this Treaty shall be
resolved by negotiation. Any such dispute which cannot be settled by negotiation may be referred to conciliation or arbitration subject to the agreement of the Parties.
12. Registration: This Treaty shall be transmitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for registration in accordance with the provisions of Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.
Done at Washington, DC, this day Elul 26th, 5780, Muharram 27th, 1442, which corresponds to 15 September 2020,
in the Hebrew, Arabic and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence of interpretation, the English text shall prevail.
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ANNEX
Pursuant to Article 5 of the Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic Relations and Full Normalization between the United Arab
Emirates and the State of Israel, the Parties shall conclude bilateral agreements in spheres of mutual interest, in
furtherance of which they have agreed to the following provisions. Such provisions are annexed to the Treaty
and form an integral part thereof.

FINANCE AND INVESTMENT
Further to the Agreed Protocol signed between the Parties on September 1, 2020, in Abu Dhabi, the Parties shall
cooperate to expeditiously deepen and broaden bilateral investment relations, and give high priority to concluding
agreements in the sphere of ﬁnance and investment, recognizing the key role of these agreements in the economic
development of the Parties and the Middle East as a whole. The Parties reafﬁrm their commitment to protecting
investors, consumers, market integrity and ﬁnancial stability, as well as maintaining all applicable regulatory
standards. Recognizing also their shared goal to advance regional economic development and the ﬂow of goods
and services, the Parties shall endeavor to promote collaborations on strategic regional infrastructure projects and
shall explore the establishment of a multilateral working group for the “Tracks for Regional Peace” project.
CIVIL AVIATION
The Parties acknowledge the importance of ensuring regular direct ﬂights between Israel and the United Arab Emirates, for passengers and cargo, as an essential means for developing and promoting their relations. They recognize as
applicable to each other the rights, privileges and obligations provided for by the multilateral aviation agreements to
which they are both a party, their annexes and any amendments thereof applicable to both Parties, particularly the
1944 Convention on International Civil Aviation, opened for signature at Chicago on the seventh day of December
1944, and the 1944 International Air Services Transit Agreement. Accordingly, the Parties shall as soon as practicable conclude all the necessary agreements and arrangements governing civil aviation, and consequently work
towards establishing an international air corridor between their two States in accordance with international law.
They shall also reach and implement the necessary agreements and arrangements with respect to visas and consular
services to facilitate travel for the citizens of both States.
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TOURISM
The Parties afﬁrm their mutual desire to promote tourism cooperation between them as a key component of economic
development and of developing closer people-to-people and cultural ties. To this end, the Parties shall facilitate the
exchange of information through advertisement spots, published and audiovisual promotional materials, and participation in tourist fairs. They shall also work together to promote joint tourism projects and packages between tourist
operators so as to enhance tourism from third States. They shall work towards carrying out reciprocal study tours in
order to increase knowledge in the development, management and marketing of heritage, cultural and rural tourism
with a view to diversifying and deepening touristic links between them; and endeavor to utilize national marketing
budgets to promote mutual tourism between the States.
INNOVATION, TRADE AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS
The Parties shall enhance and expand their cooperation in innovation, trade and economic relations, so that the dividends of peace are felt across their societies. Recognizing that the principle of the free and unimpeded ﬂow of goods
and services should guide their relations, as well as the potential for diversiﬁcation of bilateral trade opportunities,
the Parties shall cooperate in order to enable favorable conditions for trade, and the reduction of trade barriers.
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND PEACEFUL USES

OF

OUTER-SPACE

The Parties acknowledge the important role of science, technology and innovation in the growth of multiple key
sectors and shall strengthen joint action and mutual cooperation in scientiﬁc and technological advancement. This
shall include furthering scientiﬁc cooperation and exchange, including between scientists, research and academic
institutions, pursuing the establishment of joint research and development centers, and exploring the possibility
of joint funding of research and scientiﬁc projects in select ﬁelds of mutual interest.
The Parties further express their common interest in establishing and developing mutually beneﬁcial cooperation in
the ﬁeld of exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, in a manner consistent with each Party’s respective applicable national laws and international obligations. Such cooperation may include implementation of joint
programs, projects and activities in the ﬁelds of science, space exploration, space related technologies and education,
exchange of experts, information and best practices, and the promotion of cooperation between their respective space
industries.
ENVIRONMENT
The Parties acknowledge the importance of protecting, preserving and improving the environment, and shall
promote environmental innovation for the sustainable development of the region and beyond. The Parties shall
endeavor to cooperate to develop environmental protection strategies on priority issues, including on biodiversity
conservation, marine environment protection and climate change mitigation and adaptation, and on the possible
establishment of a center for developing pioneering solutions to climate challenges in arid and semi-arid
environments.
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

AND

POST

The Parties recognize the necessity of mutually beneﬁcial cooperation for the continued development of telecommunications, information technologies and postal services. They take note of the establishment between them of direct
communications services, including telephone lines, and agree to promote, in accordance with relevant international
conventions and regulations, direct postal exchange, submarine cables and e-commerce solutions, as well as utilize
available satellite systems, ﬁber optical communication, and broadcasting services. The Parties will strive to develop
frameworks for innovation in ICT, including advanced ﬁxed and wireless communications, collaboration on 5G
networks, smart cities, and use of ICT solutions to foster innovation and the creation of best services.
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HEALTHCARE
The Parties welcome progress made in cooperation between them regarding the treatment of, and the development of
a vaccine for, the Covid-19 virus, as a sign of the tremendous potential for cooperation between them in the healthcare sphere. Recognizing the importance of building ties in the ﬁelds of health and medicine, the Parties shall cooperate, inter alia, on: medical education, training and simulations, digital health and artiﬁcial intelligence innovation
in the health sector, and emergency management and preparedness.
AGRICULTURE

AND

FOOD SECURITY

The Parties recognize the great importance of sustainable agricultural development, recognizing its vital role in
addressing food security concerns, as well as in the preservation of the environment. They shall cooperate to
harness and maximize existing technologies, actively facilitate new collaborations, and share and develop knowledge, technologies and innovative approaches in the ﬁeld of arid agriculture, irrigation technologies, mariculture
techniques in shallow sea water, sustainable nutritious ﬁsh feed production, and seed enhancement in hot and
humid climates.
WATER
The Parties recognize the critical importance of sustainable water use and shall cooperate for their mutual beneﬁt to
address issues of water supply, water treatment and management, water security, efﬁciency, wastewater management
and re-use, as well as water conservation and desalination.
ENERGY
The Parties take note of the strategic importance of the energy sector and in particular of their need to promote renewable energy, cooperation in the natural gas ﬁeld, regional grids, alternative energy and energy security. They shall
advance and develop mutual cooperation in energy projects, share best practices and discuss policies in energy
forums that will help to promote and unlock the energy potential of the region, coordinating where appropriate
with the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), headquartered in Abu Dhabi.
MARITIME ARRANGEMENTS
Each Party shall recognize the right of vessels of the other Party to innocent passage through its territorial waters in
accordance with international law. Each Party will grant normal access to its ports for vessels and cargoes of the other
Party, as well as vessels and cargoes destined for or coming from the other Party. Such access shall be granted on the
same terms as generally applicable to vessels and cargoes of other nations. The Parties shall conclude agreements and
arrangements in maritime affairs, as may be required.
LEGAL COOPERATION
Recognizing the importance of a supporting legal framework for the movement of people and goods and for fostering
a continuous business friendly environment between them, the Parties shall make best efforts to grant each other the
widest measure of legal cooperation, including, inter alia, in respect of mutual legal assistance in civil and commercial matters, in accordance with their national laws and shall endeavor to conclude speciﬁc agreements and arrangements in this sphere.
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JOINT STATEMENT OF THE U.S., SUDAN, AND ISR.*
[October 23, 2020]
Joint Statement of the United States, the Republic of Sudan, and the State of Israel

President Donald J. Trump, Sudanese Chairman of the Sovereignty Council Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, Sudanese Prime
Minister Abdalla Hamdok, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu spoke today to discuss Sudan’s historic
progress towards democracy and opportunities to advance peace in the region.
After decades of living under a brutal dictatorship, the people of Sudan are ﬁnally taking charge. The Sudanese transitional government has demonstrated its courage and commitment to combating terrorism, building its democratic
institutions, and improving its relations with its neighbors. In light of this historic progress, and following President
Trump’s decision to remove Sudan from the State Sponsors of Terrorism list, the United States and Israel agreed to
partner with Sudan in its new start and ensure that it is fully integrated into the international community. The United
States will take steps to restore Sudan’s sovereign immunity and to engage its international partners to reduce
Sudan’s debt burdens, including advancing discussions on debt forgiveness consistent with the Highly Indebted
Poor Countries Initiative. The United States and Israel also committed to working with their partners to support
the people of Sudan in strengthening their democracy, improving food security, countering terrorism and extremism,
and tapping into their economic potential.
The leaders agreed to the normalization of relations between Sudan and Israel and to end the state of belligerence
between their nations. In addition, the leaders agreed to begin economic and trade relations, with an initial focus
on agriculture. The leaders also agreed that delegations will meet in the coming weeks to negotiate agreements of
cooperation in those areas as well as in agriculture technology, aviation, migration issues and other areas for the
beneﬁt of the two peoples. The leaders also resolved to work together to build a better future and advance
the cause of peace in the region. This move will improve regional security and unlock new opportunities for the
people of Sudan, Israel, the Middle East, and Africa.
This historic agreement is a testament to the bold and visionary approach of the four leaders. Prime Minister
Netanyahu, Chairman al-Burhan, and Prime Minister Hamdok expressed their appreciation for President Trump
for his pragmatic and unique approach to ending old conﬂicts and building a future of peace and opportunity for
all the people of the region.

* This text was reproduced and reformatted from the text available at the website of the Trump Administration White House (visited January 5,
2021), https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/brieﬁngs-statements/joint-statement-united-states-republic-sudan-state-israel/.
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JOINT DECLARATION BETWEEN MOROCCO, THE U.S., AND ISR.*
[December 22, 2020]
JOINT DECLARATION
The Kingdom of Morocco, the United States of America and the State of Israel,
Referring to the telephone conversation held between His Majesty King Mohammed VI and His Excellency President Donald Trump, on 10 December 2020, and to the historic statements issued on the same day by them, and by
His Excellency Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of the State of Israel, announcing the opening of a new era in
the relations between the Kingdom of Morocco and the State of Israel;
Welcoming the opportunity created through the extraordinary efforts and leadership of the United States;
Highlighting the proclamation by the United States of America on “Recognizing the Sovereignty of the Kingdom of
Morocco over the Western Sahara”, according to which:
– “The United States recognizes Moroccan sovereignty over the entire Western Sahara territory and reafﬁrms its support for Morocco’s serious, credible, and realistic autonomy proposal as the only basis for
a just and lasting solution to the dispute over the Western Sahara territory”.
– “To facilitate progress toward this aim, the United States will encourage economic and social development with Morocco, including in the Western Sahara territory, and to that end will open a consulate
in the Western Sahara territory, in Dakhla, to promote economic and business opportunities for the
region”.
Recalling the exchanged views, during the same conversation between His Majesty King Mohammed VI and His
Excellency Donald Trump, on the current situation in the Middle East region in which His Majesty the King reiterated the coherent, constant and unchanged position of the Kingdom of Morocco on the Palestinian question, as well
as the position expressed on the importance of preserving the special status of the sacred city of Jerusalem for the
three monotheistic religions in His Majesty the King’s capacity as Chairman of the Al-Quds Committee;
Recognizing the historic role that Morocco has always played in bringing the people of the region closer together and
promoting peace and stability in the Middle East, and given the special ties that His Majesty maintains with the
Moroccan Jewish community living in Morocco and throughout the world including in Israel;
Mindful that the establishment of full diplomatic, peaceful and friendly relations is in the common interest of both
countries and will advance the cause of peace in the region, improve regional security, and unlock new opportunities
for the whole region;
Recalling the conversation between His Majesty King Mohammed VI and His Excellency Donald Trump, His
Majesty the King afﬁrmed that the Kingdom of Morocco and the State of Israel intend to:
– Grant authorizations for direct ﬂights between Morocco and Israel, including by Israeli and Moroccan
airline companies, as well as grand rights of overﬂight;
– Immediate resume full ofﬁcial contacts between Israel and Moroccan counterparts and establish full
diplomatic, peaceful and friendly relations;
– Pursue cooperation on trade; ﬁnance and investment; innovation and technology; civil aviation; visas
and consular services; tourism; water, agriculture, and food security; development; energy and telecommunications; and other sectors as may be agreed;
– Reopen the liaison ofﬁces in Rabat and Tel Aviv.
* This text was reproduced and reformatted from the text available at the U.S. Department of State website (visited March 15, 2021),
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Joint-Declaration-US-Morrocco-Israel.pdf.
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– Based on the above, the Kingdom of Morocco, the United States of America and the State of Israel
agree to:
1.

Commit to fully respect the elements contained in the present Declaration, promote it and defend it;

2.

Decide that each party will fully implement its commitments and identify further actions, before the
end of January;

3.

Act accordingly at the bilateral, regional and multilateral levels.

Done at Rabat, 22 December 2020
[signatures]
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JOINT COMMUNIQUE ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC,
PEACEFUL AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN ISR. AND BAHRAIN
[October 18, 2020]
JOINT COMMUNIQUE
ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC, PEACEFUL AND
FRIENDLY RELATIONS
BETWEEN
THE STATE OF ISRAEL
AND
THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN
The Governments of the State of Israel and the Kingdom of Bahrain (hereinafter, the “Parties”):
Guided by the principles enshrined in the “Declaration of Peace, Cooperation and Constructive Diplomatic and
Friendly Relations” signed by the Kingdom of Bahrain and the State of Israel in Washington, DC on 15 September 2020;
Reafﬁrming the principles enshrined in the “Abraham Accords Declaration” signed by the Kingdom of Bahrain, the
State of Israel, the United Arab Emirates and the United States of America in Washington, DC on 15 September
2020, as well as their shared desire to widen the circle of peace and advance peace and security in the Middle East;
Reafﬁrming also their desire to create a future in which all peoples and all faiths can live together in the spirit of
cooperation and enjoy peace and prosperity, where States focus on shared interests and building a better future;
Respecting the principles of equality among States, national sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity, and noninterference in the internal affairs of other States;
Guided by their mutual willingness to establish friendly, peaceful and cooperative relations between their two countries in the political, economic, security, social, humanitarian, cultural, scientiﬁc and other ﬁelds;
Convillced that the establishment of diplomatic, peaceful and friendly relations is in the common interest of both
States and will enhance their economic development, advance people-to-people relations and a culture of peace,
promote regional stability and further strengthen international peace and security;
Have agreed as follows:
1.

The Parties hereby establish full diplomatic, peaceful and friendly relations between them, and full
bilateral ties, as of the date of signature of this Joint Communique.

2.

The Parties shall be guided in their relations by the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and
the principles of international law governing relations among States. In particular, they shall recognize
and respect each other’s sovereignty and right to live in peace and security, promote lasting security
and eschew the threat and use of force, develop friendly relations of cooperation between them and
their peoples, and settle all disputes by agreed peaceful means, and shall endeavor to take all necessary
measures to apply in their bilateral relations the provisions of the multilateral conventions of which
they are both parties.

3.

The Parties shall establish reciprocal embassies and exchange resident ambassadors as soon as practicable after the signing of this Joint Communique, and shall conduct diplomatic and consular relations in accordance with the applicable rules of international law.
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4.

The Parties shall seek to conclude bilateral agreements or memoranda of understanding in the following ﬁelds, as well as in other spheres of mutual interest as may be agreed, at the earliest practicable
date: Finance and Investment; Civil Aviation; Security; Visas and Consular Services; Innovation,
Trade and Economic Relations; Healthcare; Science and Technology; Tourism, Culture and Sport;
Energy; Environment; Education; Maritime Arrangements; Telecommunications; Agriculture and
Food Security; and Water. Such agreements will enter into effect in accordance with each State’s
internal procedures.

5.

The Parties shall promote a culture of peace, mutual understanding, coexistence and mutual respect
between their peoples in the spirit of their common ancestor, Abraham, and the new era of diplomatic,
peaceful and friendly relations between them. In this spi1it, they shall promote dialogue, exchange,
and people-to-people programs between their societies, as well as work together to counter extremism, terrorism, incitement, discrimination and radicalization.

6.

The Parties shall maintain regular and continuing dialogue, through diplomatic and other channels, in
order to ensure coordination and cooperation between them, as well as to fully realize the potential of
the new era of peaceful and friendly relations for the beneﬁt of their societies, and the peace, security
and prosperity of the region as a whole.

In witness whereof, the undersigned representatives, being duly authorized by their respective Governments, have
signed this Joint Communique.
Done at Manama on 18 October 2020, which corresponds to 1 Rabi al Awwal 1442, 30 Tishrei 5781, in duplicate,
each in the Arabic, Hebrew and English languages, all texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence of
interpretation of the texts, the English text shall prevail.
[Signatures]

